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U/HIGE SLAVES OF GHE PARLOR.

New Yorik Women Who Are Leading a Revolutionp Which May Sgttle
the Servant Question Ongce and for All.

By Mts. Dr. Leo Rosenberg,
President of the German Housewives Society.

HAT is the "Germnn Housewives Soclety?” It Is a new and successful
solution of the most important problems that the women of the present
day have to content with, namely, How to get a good servant; how to
keep her, and how to make bher happy. The last is by no means the least, for
if the servant is miserable the ramlly is miserable, a.mil a break Is bound to
follow. 1
The Housewives Society Is entirely one of mutual benefit. There is no de-
gire to make money beyond expenses and the fees are all met by the employers,
who already number over three hundred. We hayve achleved excellent results
and achieved them in the following manner. When a girl applies at the society
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for work, and over seventeen hundred have done so since September, 1886, our
only demand Iz a reference that will bear investigation, We find out the line
of werk the girl can do best and send her to aplace where there Is a demand
for that kind of work, so that she starts with everything in her favor.
Sometimes a girl will come to us and say: “I om a good laundress; I can
sweep and dust, but cannot cook very well. But I want to learn, and will do
my best.” When we send her out we ask her mistress to be patieat with her
and 1o help rather than criticize at first. Buch a girl recently wrote to the
soclety: "1 like my place. My mistress {s good and I think T can keep my place
if you will only be so good as to gend me a recipe fob pie crust and biscults.”
The recipes were sent.

“prem;um.”

That reminds me that I have not told you about our system of premlums.
All cur surplus money is used Im & series of premiums or prizes for our ser-
vants, We expldin it to our applicants in these words; “Every college, every
unlversity, sewing school or industrial school offer prizes for thelr best student,
their most industrioug workers, and évery pupil strives to win a prize, not only
for its value, but for the honor. We se¢e no reason why prizes should not be
given to our best servants, so that a good worker has the benefit of the money
as well as the honor and the note which accompanies the money as an inyalua.
ble reference. Glrls who have been In one place for two years receive a prem-
fum of $20 in cash. For three years of uninterrupted service the reward is $30;
for five years $45, and for ten years $100, These prizes are not large, but quite
sufficient to spur ambitious girls v do good work and strive to retain thelr
places. Why, only yesterday 1 overheard my own maid say: “I'm on the road
to & preminm. I'm here six months now, that makes only eighteen more, when
I'm in for $20 cash sure and a good reference In the bargain.”

An ordinary intelligence office will try to win a gril away from & geod place
in order to get another place for her and another fee for themselves. While if

The girl still has her place and is working hard for a
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RIGHTS GUARANTEED 70 MISTRESS AND SERVANT BY THE e
. JLCOONSTITUTION OF THE CLUB. 4

Seclion 1. The German Housewives Soclety wns orguanized in 4
order (o gunrd the Intercsis of the Employer as well as of the
Employee, and shull henceforth and legally continne.dn due form.

Sce. 15, Servants who have been placed in positions through this
socicty will recelve aasisinnee in cane of need from the funds of
this society ns far ay practicable, In ease of sicknesus they wwill
4 receive free medien]l aid and mediciney at 1he society physician’s
office ux long as they cannot be placed in a hospital, provided,
hosvever, the servant ix slready in the employ of a member for
four successive weelkn, and has contracted a sickness during this
time,

See, 16, Servants will receive from the society's funds the fol-
[ lowing preminms;

On ten vears' uninterrnpiled service with a member of thisx so-
+ clety, §1(00; five years' sgervice, 845; three years' gervice, $30; two
1 years' service, $20,

Tlhese premivnms will be puid Immedintely upon leaving sach po-.
sition.

Sec. 20. Obstinate servaniy or those whe wilfnlly neglect their
duties and by (heir conduet give canse to their employer's well-
1 founded complaint will not be recommended angnin by the society
‘when relapring into the same fanits, besides losing all privileges,

See, 21. Membery who, by unjust treatinent of servants suppited
to them, do not rectify thelr conduct, or at least jastify the same,
will be expelled from the mociety.
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orie of our girls shows signs fo discontent, some one of the society
makess a point of visiting Her, getting at the cause of the difficulty, and in nine
times out of ten righting the trouble and bringing about a kindly feeling be-
tfween mistress and maid. Indsed, that is our chlef aim, to bring employer
and employe into sympathy with each other.

Here is @ letter that came in from one of our girls the other day, showing
our success in this dirvection:

“Dear Madam: My mistress Is going to Burope. What shall T do? T lke
my place and am warklnk for & premium. Do 1 loge my flve months here? I
want to return here in the Fall.”

Another way in which we make the-girls feel pur interest and sympathy is
by g'i\ing them medicine and medical attendance free of charge, A maid who
15 too Il to call at the doctor’s office sends word to the society, and receives
If she has to go to a hospitial, her mis-
tress arranges for her,
nnd her place s kept
for her recovery, and
the time lost does not
count agalinst her
premium.

As poon as we are
thoroughly established
and our bank account
iz large enough we
mean to glve a serles
of entertzinments for
the glrls employed by
members of the society.
I do not mean a lot of
stupid lectures, or les-
gons, or sermons. I
mean balls and theatre
" parties, and just the
gort of amusements
merry, happy, healthy
women crave and have
a right to.

1 Another plan is to es-
tablish cooking schools,

the best attention at her own home.

ll ziven free of charge to
any girl who has ‘won
& premium. For in-
stance, a girl who has
il served two years as a
waltress or chamber-
meald or nurse, and has
received her prize of
$20 will be entitled to
a course in the enok-
ing school without
charge, A8 & woman
y could earn much high-
er wages with a di-
ploma from a cooking
school, wvacancies In
this training depart-
mert will be much
pought after.

Application for gervants from our scciety come in from all over the country,
and, of course, we send out girls; but it Is my earnest desire th.t other cltles
ghould establish branches, as the soclety at No. 107 Hast Fifty-ninth strost
i8 really pressed to meet the demands of New York members. And by the
wiy, It Is necessary to become a member In order to apply for a servant.

The direct benefits which accroe to mistréss and mald in our soclety are
these: Bvery misiress is sure that her Bervant comes to her with a kindly
feeling, and {s honest, respectable and anxlous to stay.

Every mald knows that her mistress [s waiting to recelve her with sym-
pathy and appreciation; that she will get help Instead of eriticium, and a prize
and diploma for falthful service. 'This {8 our solution of the problem,

| where lessons will be -



